

Comments on EDCS WD5


Guidelines for Submission of

Comments on EDCS WD5

The following items represent a coherent set of guidelines for the preparation of comments on the EDCS WD5, which WG 8 strongly recommends that organizations follow in the submission of their comments. WG 8, and the EDCS Editors, will accept less rigorously formatted comments, however in so doing it is recognized that there would be an adverse impact on the adjudication of responses to comments and the preparation of a revised EDCS. The EDCS Editors are prepared to work with representatives of organizations intending to submit comments on the EDCS WD5 in order to help them adhere to these guidelines as much as possible.

In preparing comments on the various standards under development in WG 8, some organizations have previously used a Microsoft Word style incorporating automatic numbering within comment “tags”. Unfortunately, this approach to automatic numbering has the dubious effect of causing renumbering of all subsequent comments should a new comment be added. It also does not actually result in numbers within the document file. These characteristics have required that the editors first manually renumber all comments, before beginning work on analysis, presentation and adjudication within a WG 8 meeting, and subsequent response. This is a time-consuming, and error-prone, process that the Editors would like to avoid in the future.

1. Comments must be individually tagged to identify both the originating organization, the type of comment (General, Technical, Editorial), and a unique sequential number. Comment tags must be unique, and not generated using a mechanism which fails to result in actual text within the Microsoft Word file (e.g., in an RTF file).

a. Originating organizations must identify themselves using a short, unique string without any included spaces. Suggested are the following (which is not a complete list):

i. CZECH (Czech Republic)

ii. GE (Germany)

iii. JAPAN (Japan)

iv. KOREA (Korea)

v. LB (Language Binding Editor)

vi. SEDRIS

vii. SISO

viii. TC211

ix. UK

x. US (ANSI/NCITS)

b. The type of comment must be identified as follows:

i. G (General)

ii. T (Technical)

iii. E (Editorial)

c. The sequential number must be three-digit, starting at “001” for each type of comment.

d. The number/tag used must be composed by concatenation of: (1) the originating organization, (2) an underscore, (3) the comment type, and (4) a sequentially assigned number. Examples include:

GE_T001, LB_E001, UK_T122, US_G010, US_G011, US_G012, US_G013

2. Comments must identify exactly where the comment applies within the draft document. This must be accomplished by specifying the clause, sentence, table, figure, or other uniquely identifiable location within the draft document. Where the comment potentially applies to multiple locations within the draft document, the first location where it applies must be identified (e.g., foreword, clause 3, clause 4.5.6.1, Table 4.4, or Annex A).

3. Comments must identify a singular problem, and a specific solution cast in terms of a recommended change. Where more than one problem may exist at a single location within the document, separate comments must be submitted. More than one solution may be proposed for a problem.

4. Comments not directed at specific EDCS Dictionary entries should be structured as follows:

	<tag>
	<location>

	
	<problem>

	
	<recommended change>


For example:

	US_T015
	Table 4.4 Base quantities

	
	Symbol for the quantity “second” is incorrect.

	
	Change the symbol from “S” to “s”. As it is used in tables 4.5 and 4.7.


The exact layout of the presentation of these four items of information is not critical. The tag may be followed by a “:” for visual clarity, e.g., “US_T015:”.

5. Comments directed at Entries in any of the EDCS Dictionaries must use a tabular format, subsequently presented for each specific Dictionary. These guidelines are essentially a codification of what a submission to the EDCS Registrar might look like. Failure to follow these guidelines may result in WG8 returning comments to the originating party for additional preparation/clarification. In all cases the overall presentation structure and content of the comment must be as follows:

a. It must be individually tagged, and the tag (e.g., US_T131) must be placed within the first table column.

b. The second column must identify the applicable EDCS Dictionary from the list of EDCS Dictionary acronyms, one of:

EC, EA, EE, EU, ES, EQ, EO, EG
c. The third column must identify the current Label of the entry within the applicable EDCS Dictionary. The only allowed exception is when a new EDCS Dictionary entry is being supplied. An additional column must be present in the case of EE entries, containing the EA Label of the EE (see item #5) – when present it must precede the EE Label.

d. The fourth column must identify the type of change recommended, according to either one of the following general codes, or one specific to an EDCS Dictionary (listed later):

i. A:
Add a new Dictionary entry using the provided values of the fields (remember that you may need to also add entries to other Dictionaries, such as at least two new EEs in the case of a new EA of Value Type ENUMERATION, and potentially a new EQ in the case of a new EU).

ii. D:
Delete the current entry.

iii. RL:
Replace the current Label with the one provided.

iv. RD:
Replace the current Definition with the one provided.

v. DC:
Delete a current Related Concept (the Related Concept to be deleted is then provided).

vi. AC:
Add one or more new Related Concepts, as provided (should be listed in alphabetical order, separated by commas). Remember to specify which EDCS Dictionary the Related Concept is located within, i.e., EC, EA, or EE; in the case of an EE remember to specify both the EA and EE Labels – see WD5 for examples of these usages.

vii. DG:
Delete a current Group (the Group to be deleted is then provided).

viii. AG:
Add one or more new Groups, as provided (should be listed in alphabetical order, separated by commas).

ix. RT:
Replace the current Reference Type with the one provided, which must be one of:

AR, NR, QR, IR, AD, UD, ND
x. RR:
Replace the current Reference with the one provided (the style of the provided new Reference is not critical, so long as it is clear and complete – see the WD5 Clause 2 and Bibliography for the information required).

e. The remaining columns of the table are specific to the Dictionary, and are described subsequently.

f. Columns not “used” must not be removed. All columns must remain present, and in the standard order, even if empty.

g. It is not necessary to use consistent column widths across tables. Each table may be graphically adjusted to ease proper presentation of the issue(s) raised by the comment, however a consistent column width must be used for all lines in a table.

h. For ease in preparation, you may wish to adjust your print output options to landscape and choose a wider paper size than normal (e.g., at least A4 or 11 inches, but perhaps as much as 14 inches).

i. Following the presentation of the table, you must provide a specific rationale for your comment. It should include the Comment number as well to ensure that it remains “linked” to the table entries. The use of bold text in the example is purely for presentation emphasis in these Guidelines and does not need to be followed in the submission of comments.

j. A generic example of such a tabular comment is as follows:

	Comment
Tag
	Dictionary
	Current Label
	Change Type
	Other Columns …

	US_T131
	EC
	ACCESS_ZONE
	RD
	


	
	Table 8.5 -- EDCS Group Dictionary Entries

	
	The current concept is ambiguous, and its definition should be revised …


Note that the identification of exactly where the comment applies within the draft document appears after the table of recommended changes, and that the identification of the singular problem appears after the table as well. This is in order to allow the presentation of the unique tag, first.

k. It is not necessary to include the table header, however you are free to do so if it helps ensure accuracy in filling out the table fields.

l. It is acceptable (and encouraged) to include multiple changes to a single EDCS Dictionary entry in a single table, however they should receive separate comment numbers (tags), for example:

	Comment
Tag
	Dictionary
	Current Label
	Change Type
	Other Columns …

	US_T131
	EC
	ACCESS_ZONE
	RL
	New Label provided in another column …

	US_T132
	EC
	ACCESS_ZONE
	RD
	New Definition provided in another column …

	US_T133
	EC
	ACCESS_ZONE
	DC
	Old Related Concept provided in another column …

	US_T134
	EC
	ACCESS_ZONE
	AC
	Added Related Concept provided in another column …


	
	Table 8.5 -- EDCS Group Dictionary Entries

	
	The current concept is ambiguous because <…>, and should be revised according to the provided Definition, Label, and appropriate changes made to the Related Concepts.


m. Comments on more than one EDCS Dictionary entry must appear in separate tables, since each EDCS Dictionary entry change (set) requires a separate Rationale to be provided.

n. All proposed changes must adhere to the applicable Guidelines for Registration.

o. As previously, a comment that applies identically to a large number of entries in an EDCS Dictionary may be submitted as “free text”, however, a complete list of affected entries in that EDCS Dictionary must be provided as a table of EDCS Dictionary acronyms and Labels, e.g.:

	Dictionary
	Current Label

	EC
	ACCESS_ZONE

	EC
	ACOUSTIC_DEVICE

	EC
	ACOUSTIC_STATION

	EC
	ADMINISTRATION_BUILDING


6. Comments on Classification Dictionary Entries (Tables 5.4 through 5.29, and Tables C.2 through C.27) should use the following tabular format and additional change types. An example of a possible comment is provided.

	Comment Tag
	Dictionary
	Current EC Label
	Change Type
	Label
	Definition
	Related Concepts
	Groups
	Ref Type
	Reference

	US_T141
	EC
	ACCESS_ZONE
	RL
	ACCESS_FIELD
	
	
	
	
	


	
	Table 5.4 ECs whose label begins with A

	
	The current concept is more clearly denoted by the proposed Label.


7. Comments on Attribute Dictionary Entries (Tables 6.4 through 6.29, and Tables D.2 through D.27) should use the following tabular format and additional change types. An example of a possible comment is provided.

i. RT:
Replace the current Value Type with the one provided (remember that if you change this to ENUMERATION, you must provide a list of at least two enumerants in a separate table).

ii. DQ:
Delete a current EQ Label (the EQ Label to be deleted is then provided).

iii. AQ:
Add a new EQ Label, as provided.

iv. RQ:
Replace the current EQ Label with the one provided.

	Comment Tag
	Dictionary
	Current EA Label
	Change Type
	Label
	Definition
	Related Concepts
	Value Type
	EQ Label
	Groups
	Ref Type
	Reference

	US_T151
	EA
	ABSOLUTE_HORIZ_ACCURACY
	DG
	
	
	
	
	
	MILITARY_SCIENCE
	
	

	US_T152
	EA
	ABSOLUTE_HORIZ_ACCURACY
	AG
	
	
	
	
	
	SURVEY
	
	


	
	Table 6.4 EAs whose label begins with A

	
	The current concept is not properly considered as falling within the perspective of military science; the existing Group should be removed and the Group SURVEY substituted.


     In general, changes to EQ Labels will be replacements (use RQ), however there are a few cases where more than one EQ Label may be valid, and therefore DQ/AQ may be used.

8. Comments on Attribute Enumerant Dictionary Entries (Tables 6.32 through 6.57, and Tables E.2 through E.27) should use the following tabular format. An example of a possible comment is provided.

	Comment Tag
	Dictionary
	Current EA Label
	Current EE Label
	Change Type
	Label
	Definition
	Ref Type
	Reference

	US_T161
	EE
	ACCURACY
	ABROGATED
	RT
	
	
	IR
	

	US_T162
	EE
	ACCURACY
	ABROGATED
	RR
	
	
	
	American Heritage Dictionary


	
	Table 6.32 EEs for EAs whose label begins with A

	
	The current concept is not understood well enough to be a Reference Type of ND; it should be instead IR, and an appropriate Reference is supplied.


9. Comments on Unit Dictionary Entries (Tables 7.4 and 7.5, and Table B.1) should use the following tabular format and additional change types. An example of a possible comment is provided.

i. RS:
Replace the current Symbol with the one provided.

ii. RQ:
Replace the current EQ Label with the one provided.

	Comment Tag
	Dictionary
	Current EU Label
	Change Type
	Label
	Symbol
	EQ Label
	Definition
	Reference

	US_T171
	EU
	AMP_PER_METRE
	RQ
	
	
	AREIC_ELECTRIC_CURRENT
	
	


	
	Table 7.4 -- EUs whose label begins with A-L

	
	The current concept is that of an areal rather than a lineal measure; the EQ of which it is a member should reflect this.


     Changes to move an EU into, or out of, the Deprecated set of EUs should be handled as a normal “free text” comment.

10. Comments on Unit Scale Dictionary Entries (Tables 7.7 and 7.8) should use the following tabular format. An example of a possible comment is provided. In the case of additions, appropriate reference information must be supplied as part of the rationale.

	Comment Tag
	Dictionary
	Current ES Label
	Change Type
	Label
	Symbol
	Definition

	US_T181
	ES
	
	A
	GOOGOL
	GO
	1060


	
	Table 7.7 -- Unit Scale Dictionary for powers of 10

	
	The googol is used by the Intergalactic Federation in specifying the size of the galactic population; see: Spock, On the Estimation of Galactic Populations, Intergalactic Press, 3541 AK, ISBN 4567-5462-3331-8901-2315-X.


11. Comments on Unit Equivalence Class Dictionary Entries (Tables 7.11 through 7.13) should use the following tabular format and additional change types. An example of a possible comment is provided.

i. DI:
Delete a current Included Unit (the Included Unit to be deleted is then provided).

ii. AI:
Add a new Included Unit, as provided.

Note that, in general, changes to Included Units will necessitate either a change to another EQ or a change to a corresponding EU entry. The required changes should be so indicated using an additional table for an EU change.

	Comment Tag
	Dictionary
	Current EQ Label
	Change Type
	Label
	Definition
	Included Units

	US_T191
	EQ
	ANGULAR_IMPULSE
	DI
	
	
	FREE_BART

	US_T192
	EQ
	ABSORBED_DOSE
	AI
	
	
	FREE_BART


	Comment Tag
	Dictionary
	Current EU Label
	Change Type
	Label
	Symbol
	EQ Label
	Definition
	Reference

	US_T193
	EU
	FREE_BART
	RQ
	
	
	ABSORBED_DOSE
	
	


	
	Table 7.11 -- EQs whose label begins with A-I and Table 7.4 -- EUs whose label begins with A-L

	
	It is widely agreed that the FREE_BART is a measure of the quantity ABSORBED_DOSE, rather than the EQ to which it is currently assigned (ANGULAR_IMPULSE).


12. Comments on Organizational Schema Dictionary Entries (Table 8.3) are not required to use a tabular format; a “free text” format containing all of the necessary information may be used. 

13. Comments on Group Dictionary Entries (Table 8.5 and Annex F) should use the following tabular format. An example of a possible comment is provided.

	Comment Tag
	Dictionary
	Current EG Label
	Change Type
	Label
	Definition
	Ref Type
	Reference

	US_T201
	EG
	LAND_TRNSP
	RD
	
	Of, or related to, the actions or processes of transporting something; conveyance of people or goods, from one place to another and involving regions of land mass.
	
	


	
	Table 8.5 -- EDCS Group Dictionary Entries

	
	The current definition uses “etc.”, which is not allowed.


Attachment A:

The following represents an example fragment of a hypothetical submission of comments on EDCS WD5. It is provided as a possible starting point for someone in the preparation of his or her comments.

General

The following comments apply to the entire document:

	US_G001
	Where

	
	Problem

	
	Solution


	US_G002
	Where

	
	Problem

	
	Solution


	US_G003
	Where

	
	Problem

	
	Solution


Technical

Clause 3

	US_T001
	Where

	
	Problem

	
	Solution


	US_T002
	Where

	
	Problem

	
	Solution


Clause 4

	US_T003
	Where

	
	Problem

	
	Solution


Clause 5

	Comment Tag
	Dictionary
	Current EC Label
	Change Type
	Label
	Definition
	Related Concepts
	Groups
	Ref Type
	Reference

	US_T004
	EC
	Label
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	
	Where

	
	Problem


Clause 6

	Comment Tag
	Dictionary
	Current EA Label
	Change Type
	Label
	Definition
	Related Concepts
	Value Type
	EQ Label
	Groups
	Ref Type
	Reference

	US_T005
	EA
	Label
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	
	Where

	
	Problem


	Comment Tag
	Dictionary
	Current EA Label
	Current EE Label
	Change Type
	Label
	Definition
	Ref Type
	Reference

	US_T006
	EE
	Label
	Label
	
	
	
	
	


	
	Where

	
	Problem


Clause 7

	Comment Tag
	Dictionary
	Current EU Label
	Change Type
	Label
	Symbol
	EQ Label
	Definition
	Reference

	US_T007
	EU
	Label
	
	
	
	
	
	


	
	Where

	
	Problem


	Comment Tag
	Dictionary
	Current ES Label
	Change Type
	Label
	Symbol
	Definition

	US_T008
	ES
	Label
	
	
	
	


	
	Where

	
	Problem


	Comment Tag
	Dictionary
	Current EQ Label
	Change Type
	Label
	Definition
	Included Units

	US_T009
	EQ
	Label
	
	
	
	


	
	Where

	
	Problem


Clause 8

	US_T010
	Where

	
	Problem

	
	Solution


	Comment Tag
	Dictionary
	Current EG Label
	Change Type
	Label
	Definition
	Ref Type
	Reference

	US_T011
	EG
	Label
	
	
	
	
	


	
	Where

	
	Problem


Clause 9

	US_T012
	Where

	
	Problem

	
	Solution


Annex G

	US_T013
	Where

	
	Problem

	
	Solution


Editorial

Foreword

	US_E001
	Where

	
	Problem

	
	Solution


Introduction

	US_E002
	Where

	
	Problem

	
	Solution


	US_E003
	Where

	
	Problem

	
	Solution


Attachment B:

The following is a set of tables that may be used in the preparation of comments, by copying and filling in the necessary information. These tables have intentionally been left blank.

Columns, which do not have values in a particular comment, must not be removed. All columns must remain present, and in the standard order, even if empty.

It is not necessary to include the table header, however you are free to do so if it helps ensure accuracy in filling out the table fields (which it probably does).

It is not necessary to use the current columns widths in these tables. Each table may have its column widths graphically adjusted to ease proper presentation of the issue(s) raised by the comment. It is encouraged that empty columns be reduced in width in order to leave space for columns with content.

For ease in preparation, you may wish to adjust your print output options to landscape and choose a wider paper size than normal (e.g., at least A4 or 11 inches, but perhaps as much as 14 inches). This document is currently set up to use 8.5x11 inch paper in a landscape orientation.

For use in preparing comments, in general:

	
	

	
	

	
	


For use in preparing comments on EDCS Classification Dictionary entries:

	Comment Tag
	Dictionary
	Current EC Label
	Change Type
	Label
	Definition
	Related Concepts
	Groups
	Ref Type
	Reference

	
	EC
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	
	

	
	


For use in preparing comments on EDCS Attribute Dictionary entries:

	Comment Tag
	Dictionary
	Current EA Label
	Change Type
	Label
	Definition
	Related Concepts
	Value Type
	EQ Label
	Groups
	Ref Type
	Reference

	
	EA
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	
	

	
	


For use in preparing comments on EDCS Attribute Enumerant Dictionary entries:

	Comment Tag
	Dictionary
	Current EA Label
	Current EE Label
	Change Type
	Label
	Definition
	Ref Type
	Reference

	
	EE
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	
	

	
	


For use in preparing comments on EDCS Unit Dictionary entries:

	Comment Tag
	Dictionary
	Current EU Label
	Change Type
	Label
	Symbol
	EQ Label
	Definition
	Reference

	
	EU
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	
	

	
	


For use in preparing comments on EDCS Unit Scale Dictionary entries:

	Comment Tag
	Dictionary
	Current ES Label
	Change Type
	Label
	Symbol
	Definition

	
	ES
	
	
	
	
	


	
	

	
	


For use in preparing comments on EDCS Unit Equivalence Class Dictionary entries:

	Comment Tag
	Dictionary
	Current EQ Label
	Change Type
	Label
	Definition
	Included Units

	
	EQ
	
	
	
	
	


	
	

	
	


For use in preparing comments on EDCS Group Dictionary entries:

	Comment Tag
	Dictionary
	Current EG Label
	Change Type
	Label
	Definition
	Ref Type
	Reference

	
	EG
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