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Presentation on SC 24 Standards

Tom Clegg gave a liaison report on SC 24  to the meeting. This served as an introduction to the presentation SC_24_for_TC_211_Plenary 2005 given by Jack Cogman.

The theme of the presentation was that the SC 24 standards are complementary to those of TC 211, since the environment represented by SC 24 is similar but not identical to that represented by TC 211. In particular, the environment represented by SC 24 is used in applications that require an integrated environment and usually consists of not only traditional geographic data, but also representation of the following content used in such applications as 3D visualization, analysis, autonomous navigation, etc.;

o       Urban, detailed buildings etc.

o       Terrain

o       Ocean

o       Atmosphere

o       Space

And that these environments are represented in forms that are;

o       Physical

o       Moving models, e.g. vehicles

o       Real world

o       Virtual

o       Games scenarios

o       Constructive

o       SAF/CGF

The chairman of TC 211 noted that the cooperation between TC 211 and SC 24 has been a good relationship in the past and needs to continue and expand. There were some offline comments from TC 211 committee that the SC 24 description of the environment was 'almost the same' as that considered to be within the scope of TC 211. The only exceptions were space and virtual environments. Moving models for example, have recently been introduced to TC 211 as a new work item, as reported at the SC 24 Plenary in Sydney. However, it was noted that although these areas have been discussed within TC 211, the standards work is just beginning and the previous work in SC 24, in these as well as other areas,  will be of value to TC 211 as well as SC 24.

Some concern was expressed that, to an outside user, the SC 24 standards appear to be similar to TC 211 standards and that this will create confusion.  It was pointed out that despite the fact that some similar words may be used by both committees, the content of the standards between the two committees are indeed different, aimed for different applications, and in fact complementary.  Users who will use the standards in practice

will look beyond the title of standards and will note the differences in the content and the fact that many standards in SC 24 reference and complement TC 211 standards.

Comments on the EDCS Ballot

The response given by SC 24 to the negative votes cast on the EDCS ballot was included as an agenda item. There was a discussion related to these comments, however, in the questions that followed the SC 24 presentation. In view of this, the chairman did not see the need for any further discussion of the topic.

Action Arising from the Meeting

The following resolution, relating to SC 24, was approved at the end of the Plenary;

"ISO/TC 211 encourages the establishment of a joint task force with ISO/IEC

JTC 1/SC24.

ISO/TC 211 instructs its chairman to contact the chairman of

ISO/IEC JTC 1/SC24 on this matter."

It is planned to hold the first meeting of this task force at the next TC 211 Plenary, which is in Montreal on 12-16 September 2005.

A proposal has been made to present a demonstration of SEDRIS technologies at the Montreal Plenary.

Post Meeting Discussions

Useful discussions were held after the meeting with many delegates, including representatives from DGIWG, WMO, Doug O'Brien (Canada), Antony Cooper (South Africa) and Sam Bacharach (OGC).  Exchange of ideas and a better understanding of the various views through direct and personal interactions was very valuable. All participants in the discussions agreed that further and focused discussions and a better understanding of the technical details and the various views on those details will be beneficial.
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