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ISO/IEC JTC 1/SC 24/WG 8 is addressing the need to define standards for the representation and interchange of environmental data. The task began in October 1999 and is based on the work of the SEDRIS Organization. Eight International Standards have been developed to define SEDRIS technology.   The progression of these documents during the year 2005/6 is as follows;

· 18023-1: SEDRIS part 1 FDIS ballot was approved on 29-Mar-06 and SEDRIS part 1 was published as an International Standard on 15-May-06.

· 18023-2, -3: SEDRIS parts 2 and 3 FDIS ballots were approved on 26-Apr-06 and the two documents are expected to be published as International Standards during June 2006.

· 18024-4: SEDRIS LB FDIS ballot was approved on 27-Mar-06 and SEDRIS LB was published as an International Standard on 15-May-06.

· 18025: EDCS was published as an International Standard on 26-May-05.

· 18041-4: EDCS LB was published as an International Standard on 14-Jul-05.

· 18026: SRM FDIS ballot was approved on 11-Mar-06 and SRM is expected to be published as an International Standard during July 2006. 

· 18042-4: SRM LB FDIS ballot was approved on 6-Feb-06 and SRM LB is expected to be published as an International Standard during July 2006.

· A New Work Item for “Templates to Facilitate the Use of SEDRIS DRM” was approved by ballot on 17-Mar-06.

This has been a significant year since, by May 2006, all eight documents that were started in 1999/2000 had been approved for publication and two had already been published.

WG 8 welcomes the opportunity to work on the recently approved Technical Report for SEDRIS DRM templates.

At the 2005 Plenary in Sydney, WG 8 requested SC 24 to contact TC 211 and to propose that SC 24 attend the TC 211 Plenary in Stockholm, June 2005, with a view to promoting co-operation between the two committees. This meeting occurred and resulted in the creation of a Joint Task Force (JTF). At the TC 211 Plenary in Montreal, September 2005, the terms and conditions of the JTF were agreed and at the TC 211 meetings in Orlando, May 2006, the first formal meeting of the JTF was held. The mood of the meeting was one of co-operation and was in contrast to the negative votes that were cast for the EDCS FDIS ballot in December 2004. 

A registry process that allows new items to be registered as conformant with the EDCS, SRM and SEDRIS part 1 standards has been established. Two submissions of EDCS items have been processed since the EDCS was published in May 2005. A ballot for the addition of classes for SEDRIS part 1 and SRM closes on 7-Jul-06. 

Since the 2005 Plenary in Sydney, WG8 has not held any meetings other than those associated with the SC 24/TC 211 JTF.
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